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Staying true to the land’s original intent, a team of new
property owners and designers are fashioning a distinctive new community
on East Grand Rapids® last buildable home sites.

BY LISA M. JENSEN




Intraducing Pare Thoo of Wilrax Gardens,

a Oramd Ragids Magesme Dengn Home preremiatinn.

Those who toured this year's Grand Rapids Symphony
Showhouse found their way to the intriguing residence by
turning onto Laurel Circle Drive off of Lake Street in East
Grand Rapids. This subtle street that wraps into a guiet
cul-de-sac first passes an historic, European-inspired home
on the right — the former Wilcox family manor, built in 1888,

ext-door is Z010°s Showhouse -
which goes by other names as wall.
It's called "home® by the family
of Myal Deems, who owns it now. But it was
first knowm 85 the Wilcox family commumity
house, designed by nationalhy-renowned,
Grand Rapids architect Henneth G Welch
in the mid-1920s, at the request of Caroling
Wil
Laft to raise five children after the sudden
death of her hushand, 55-year-cld Frederick,
Caroline reserved land for each on which
they could bikld their cvwn homes and remain
close, She also wanted a shared space she
and her children's families could gether foor
recreation and with friends on the Wilcox
estate.

Comprised of reclaimed bck, the spa-
dous commumity house enclosed a squash
court, indoor pool end courtyerd thet could
be enteread beneath ramantic arched entries
framed by decorative stone columns,

The community house was also sur-
munded by formal gardens fashioned by
the Wilcoxes' son, Raymeond, who bacame a
lendscape architact.

Years after the last 'Wileox family mem-—
bers died or moved away from the estate,
a subsequent cwmner bought the oommmuminy
house, along with neardy sight landiocked
acres surounding it Deep off of Lale Drive in
ite almost sacret wooded sefting, the stately
compound gained & magical aura of sors,

And ity bwo adjoinging nebqhbors — fami-



liee who lived fn homes budlt by two aof the
Wilcox children, on the other side of and
fqross Irom e Wikeox Manor — named it
The Castle,

Preseroung - A Legacy

Bafore the recent creation of Laurel
Circle Driwve, the only way back fo The
Castle and Wilsox Manor was down &
long gravel path through the woods off
Lake Drrisee. Curious about what he'd find
at the end of the mysterious two-track
in the midst of this well-groomed East
GR neighborhood, bullder/designer Jei-
fery Roberts ventured onto it one Sunday
afternoan.

"1 was so intrigued by the anchitecturs
of the community howse | neaded to leam
mare about it,” Roberts said. “Really, | just
fell i love with .~

Consequently, Roberis leamed that
the community house, along with the
memaining Wilsox estale property, had
been purchased by the neighbors. The
twero families had parmared wp o presamne
the integrity of the distinctive land Caro-

line had intended be heture home sites for
har other children.

“They begen breinstorming,” shared
Grand Hapids architect lim Karczews-
ki, whose wile, Katie, had become the
property’s broker through Keller Williams
Realty.

Aa one of the neighbors was a former
client of Jim's, the architect was engaged
to fine-tane their plan: the creston of &
new gtreet off Lake Drive derved from
giving up some of their cwm land, and of
a new mmmunity inspired by the Wilcox
tamily legacy.

(Greating Welcox Gardens
“Beyand saving The Castle, the new
cwners — who lormed TDG, LLE — wanied

o maintain the feel of the Wilcoz estate
in terms of space and gardens and dis-
tinctive homes architecturally umique in
their own rght, but compatihle with one
another,” Jim said.

While Excel Engineering constrocied
Laural Circle Drive, which the City of East
GH eccepted as a gift and made a public
gtreet. Iim divided vecent land remain-
ing on the former Wilcox estate into aix
new home siles — the last bulldable lots
remalning in East Grand Rapéds,

“Wilcox Gardens is a site condominium
project,” Jim explained, “which ensares
that quality homes of a unique, yet com-
patible design are budlt

After touring the vacant COMIURLTY
house with Jim and leaming about the
new Wilcox Gardens concept, builder/
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dezigner Jeffery Roberts — based in Chi-
cage as well as Grand Rapids — was
instanily drawn to the project.

“Caroline Wilcox wanted for each of
her children's homes to represent thedr
indiwidnal styles, bat be united through
use af quality materals and landscaping.”
Roberts said. “And to begin we have a
great colonial next to a Tuscan-inspined
vila, next to the Showhouse, a brick
Hevival-inspired stmichire.®

Homes in East Grand Rapids, he
added, are renowned for having different
architectural points of wiew.

“Thie proparty owners wanl o ensine
thiz at Wicox Gardens, too: They want
te honor history and create a semse of
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Inspired by the community house's

belonging, of family and community.* Burtpean architecture, Roberts immersed
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tu schoals, shopping and recreation, Wikox
Giardens will offer the rare opportanity to bald
within the land-locked community of Ewsst Grand
Kapids. This site-condommmum development will

b & combingtion of existing and new single-family
homes. Visheen Assoctates, Architects, in conjunc

cioE wiih l]el'ﬁu'rr Haobers Homes, has developed

several I,h-:“ll I.'Hﬂl"'l.?ll{ [z these :ll:n]ltiuuﬂ hzataric
hams mtes. Dhan't miss this appartunity b baild i

one of America’s most Hvable communitics
T mquire about maikable nts i Wilcox Gardens
phease contact Katie Barczewski at (616) 575-011%.
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him=elf in a photographic
ghedy of historic Chicago parks
buildings built doring the same
era. To e estale’s new owWn-
em, TDG, LLEG he expresssd
his vision of merging these
architectural details as well
as reclaimed anchitachiral art-
facte — =zuch &= A bronze bal-
cony from the Chicago Opera
House — into the new home
designs.

“Incorporating  salvaged
finds like thiz iz & sgnificant
way ito reuse pleces from
the past and give these new
homes character — a story —

that alkmvs thelr owmners 1o feel a personal
connection,” said Roberts, who was also
formally trained in the arts.
tapped Roberts to take plans for Wil-
ook Gardens to the next level, To do 8o,
Roberts teamed up with award-winning,
Grand Rapids-based Wayne Visbesn, des-
ignated architect for Grand Rapids Maga-
zine Design Home 2010. Together, this
innovative design team & joumeying to
the past to create the first distinctive new
home in this exchesive new community —
and a new legacy.
Architectural designs will be featurad
in the August issue of Grand Repids Maga-
zine. To Jeamn more about Wilcox Gardends,
visit grmag.ocomwileo, com.

[0k for Fart Three of Wifo Gardens
in the August isme of Grend Raprdr Maganine,
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