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BLENDING WITH NATURE,

m"‘fﬁ Repurp()sing the past

[{Itlll:\'., green also means hm]mg

new uses for architectural artifacts.

In a space outfitted
with reused finds (such
as pop cans flattened
into a tabletop, above),
Jeffery Roberts adds
nostalgic flair.
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IN ‘ITI’HI[.."\NTL home to Michi
gans oldest architectural salvage
store. Materials Unhmited’s

16,000 square foot warchouse is

stocked with reclaimed hardware, light-
ing and plumbing fixtures, and thousands
of other architectural items. Its owner,
preservationist Reynold Lowe, has a
similar goal: “I want to help preserve the
Hlowering of American architecture.”

LLowe, who opened Materials Un
limited in 1971, accidentally started his
salvage carecer when he rescued several
architectural details from an Ann Ar
bor building slated for demolition. As
many more structures became wrecking
ball victims, he saved their plasterwork,
floors, windows and moldings. “Turn-
of-the-century houses were filled with
detathng by European artisans,” Lowe
says. “']hdu_\.', we don 't see that in contem-
porary architecture.”

Though the majority of his inventory
1s from the 1800s. tastes are changing.
“When we opened, the trend was for Vic-
torian pieces, he said. “Now we're see-
Ing an interest for post-war items. l'hats
a bit of an adjustment.” There are other
concessions to the 21st century, too. “Our
collection of restored period lighting is re-
wired and ready for installation,” he Says.

L1 %

[o enhance the country
atmm;ph{:rf:, | also added
a variety of vintage _hght
fixtures procured from
salvage yards.”
Jettery Roberts

Anchored l‘.r}' HL'hI?liLh"h, a |un;,;r-l,;lrui
ing member of the reclaimed furnishings
L'-:mnnunit}'. the area has attracted other
antique stores 1n the region, such as Bow-
erbird Mongo and Silver Spoon. Nearby

Ann Arbor is host to the Ann Arbor Sa-
line Antiques Market, a mnnr]ﬂ}' super
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A limestone mantel repurposed }f Jef-
fery Roberts adds farmhouse charm.

store of regional vendors, based in a local
fairgrounds.

Jeftery Roberts, an East Grand Rap-
ids-based builder, t‘|t:,~aign-'.:r and all-around
Renaissance artisan, regularly reinvents
vesterday's artifacts into today’s homes.
A hfetime fan of rupl.lrpn.-u:d materials,
Roberts recently shipped two antique
limestone mantels to a lakefront home in
Grand Rapidﬁ as part of its reinvention
into a French farmhouse.

“To enhance the country atmosphere,
| also added a \'11t‘ir:t}.‘ of vintage light f1x-
tures procured from salvage yards,” he
shares.

In addition, reclaimed white oak barn
timbers found new life as tlooring. “The
rough cut, splits, knots and nail holes
show the floor’s heritage,” Roberts says.
“It helps give the house its personality.”
The timber was also reborn as hand-
hewn beams for the dining room and new
tables for a potting shed. According to
Roberts, “T'hese varied textures became
a motif for the house itself.”

For Roberts, being green is nothing
new. "I've :.lh'r';l:n'h' liked to reclaim archi-
tectural pieces and use them,” he says.
“But now I'm glad there’s more aware-
ness, which makes them more accessible.
and more appropriate, for today.”

- Lomdy Tennyson
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